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CHAPTEE XXXI.

1862.

ME. JOHN STUART MILL haying addressed an earnest invi-
tation to George Grote to join him and Miss Helen Taylor in
undertaking a visit to Greece, received a letter in reply which.
is here reproduced for my readers.

SAVILE Row, Jan. 1862.

I reply to your late very acceptable letter from St. Veran, with
the strongest feeling of regret that I cannot accept your invitation
to share with you in the enjoyment of a visit to Greece. To go
through those scenes, and especially to go through them in your
company, would he to me pre-eminently delightful; but, alas! my
physical condition altogether forbids it. I am fortunate enough to
enjoy tolerable physical power, and a fair average of health; but
all this depends upon regularity of life, and continual neighbour-
hood to good medical aid. * * * * I could not possibly stay
away from London without the greatest discomfort for so long as
two months. Still less could I endure the fatigue of horse and foot
exercise, which an excursion in Greece must inevitably entail. I
consider it fortunate that I have so much force left, mental and
bodily, upon condition of regular life and vicinity to London. My
old age is cast very comfortably; but I must not impose upon it
fatigues which it would have required all my strengtlx to sustain
even when I was half of my present age. I envy you and Miss
Taylor your contemplated excursion; but I must be content with
wishing you health and happiness to execute it, and with expressing
my hope that I may hear from you at Athens.

The passage which you indicated in * Lucian ' was unknown to
me, and is very interesting. Your intimation of what you had been
doing about Sir W. Hamilton's works was still more interesting, as
it holds out to me the hope that you may one of these days revert to
those higher speculative and logical subjects with which lie busies
himself. I am quite sure that there is a prodigious deal of new
truth yet to be unfolded respecting what are called the first prin*

Sain being then superadded
